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New Technology Helps the Blind

According to the National Eye Institute, about 3.3 million or 1 in 28 Americans, 40 and over, is blind. As part of an intensive program, the artificial retina, scientists are determined to adjust these numbers. Within the program patients have a sheet of electrodes surgically implanted into the eye and wear glasses with a small camera that captures images. The images are translated into patterns of light and dark on a video processor attached to the waist, much like a “pixelized image we see on a stadium scoreboard,” says Jessy D. Dorn, a research scientist at Second Sight Medical Products. If all goes as planned, patients will ultimately have the ability to read, write, and recognize faces. Along with the artificial retina, the National Eye Institute funds a number of other projects geared towards sight restoration; including, gene therapy, stem cell research, retinal transplants and light-responding protein. 

Economic Growth in the Near Future 

Jennifer Lee, an economist at BMO Capital Markets, anticipates the overall economy, in reference to gross domestic product, will grow at a 3.8 percent rate during the current July-September period. This July, businesses had lowered wholesale level inventories for the 11th successive month, yet sales increased by great numbers in over a year.  This rise in sales gives economists reason to believe that some restocking will help lift the economy out of the current recession. The Commerce Department recently reported, wholesale inventories fell 1.4 percent in July, while sales at the wholesale level climbed 0.5 percent in July; this was the largest jump since June 2008. Although there are still speculations and worries about recovering from the economic slump, consumers remain optimistic, as measured by a survey conducted by the University of Michigan-Reuters. According to the results, consumer confidence was boosted from 65.7 in August to 70.2 in September.     

Radio Towers Collapsed by Environmentalists  

The Earth Liberation Front tore down two radio station towers in a town north of Seattle, WA, also leaving a banner bearing their initials. As described in an email from the North American ELF Press Office, the towers were brought down for health and environmental reasons. Pictures of the event can be found on the ELF’s website, with a caption that reads “Earth Liberation Front Topples Two Radio Station Towers in Snohomish County, WA, Details coming soon.” 

Imports Help Give Economy Boost

“Domestic demand has picked up now that we have seen a shift from recession to recovery,” states Bernard Baumohl, chief economist for the Global Outlook Group. Global and domestic trades are seeing a big leap as the recession comes to an end, suggesting U.S. consumer spending is improving.  This is a good sign since this spending accounts for 70 percent of economic activity. Also, first-time claims for unemployment are decreasing more than expected, though the job market still has a ways to go. The White House’s Council of Economic Advisors affirm that The Obama administration’s $787 billion stimulus package has saved or created 1 million jobs, which is a primary reason why an economic turnaround is taking place. 

Government Rescue Efforts a Success

Since the Wall Street crisis, certain rescue efforts in place are no longer necessary, stated Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner. He continues by saying banks will repay $50 billion in rescue funds over the next 18 months, and that the government has been paid a 17 percent return in full from 23 banks.  Yet, unemployment numbers are still rising, the mortgage market remains stiff, and foreclosure rates are through the roof. “Taxpayers still want to know how their money has been used and what difference their enormous investment has made,” says the oversight panel chairwoman, Elizabeth Warren. 

Toy Story Converted To 3-D

The Pixar/Disney films “Toy Story” and “Toy Story 2” have recently been converted to 3-D and the new versions hit the theaters this month. This new release will give kids of the current generation a chance to see the film in theatres and will also get them ready for next summer’s release of “Toy Story 3.” The process required some technical trickery, i.e., the creation of special software that could mimic the view of the second camera that is used when filming 3-D films. “We have every scene in ‘Toy Story’ and ‘Toy Story 2’ saved, and so we have this bit of action that is frozen in time,” the chief creative officer of Disney and Pixar Animation studios, John Lasseter, told the New York Times. “If we bring that up in our system, we’re going back in time into that moment,” said Lasseter—the director of the two movies. According to the Times, it took four months to retrieve the old data and get it in working order. Then, adding 3-D to each of the films took six months per film. Neither Pixar nor Disney commented on the costs of the project. 

China Responds to Tariffs on Tires

China has announced that it was opening an investigation into whether the United States was subsidizing and dumping automotive and chicken meat exports in China. This announcement came just two days after the Obama Administration moved to impose tariffs on tires from China. In the past few years, the backlash that U.S. tariffs on steel and clothing has produced only came in official condemnations and threats to seek the intervention of the World Trade Organization, but China’s response to the tire tariffs has been unusually strong. One reason for the sharp response may be that the Chinese public, which was somewhat unaware of or not much affected by previous tariffs, seems to be particularly enflamed by the tire issue, which received considerable media attention in China. 

New AES-X188, Blu-ray Disc project launched

A new standards project has been launched by AES, the Audio Engineering Society. The new project, AES-X188, will initiate “screen-less navigation for high-resolution audio on Blu-ray Discs.” The project aims to find a standard for audio-only playback with Blu-ray discs in screen-less systems for consumers. It aims to allow consumers to use Blu-ray remote control systems to select tracks and stream audio. This new standard will satisfy long-time hopes for a suitable method of transporting and supporting linear and lossless codecs as part of a basic specification. There are still some hurdles to overcome, namely, addressing the issue of how to introduce visual menus for track selection and audio setup into a screen-less environment. The creation of this AES-X188 standard is seen as a crucial step in this direction, however.

3-D Television Development “Critical”

A Panasonic executive recently termed the development of 3-D television as “critical.” Eisuke Tsuyuzaki, Panasonic’s general manager for its Blu-ray group said that 3-D television “could be as significant as the transformation from standard to high-definition television TV.” According to the New York Times, Tsuyuzaki said that Disney was making an especially strong push to get 3-D into homes so that it could sell 3-D versions of its animated films. Because current Blu-ray disc players cannot show 3-D, more 3-D in homes would benefit the makers of a new generation of players that would have this feature. Panasonic wants standards for 3-D in place by the end of the year so it can start selling 3-D compatible sets and Blu-ray players in 2010, the paper said. Also, Panasonic said that the 3-D market could represent 10 percent of TV sales in the next few years. 

Samsung Forecasts Higher 3Q Earnings

Samsung, the worldwide leader in manufacturing memory chips and flat-screen TVs, has predicted higher than expected third quarter earnings. While this announcement has been a pleasant surprise, analysts are still concerned about potential spending and competition factors dragging earnings down in the fourth-quarter. Even so, Samsung is expected to show strong earnings well into 2010 as memory chip sales are expected to rebound after a two-year slump and television sales should continue to be strong. 

Listeners to Radio on Mobile Phones Shows Increase

Mobile phones are becoming the primary way that people listen to radio services like Pandora, according to the New York Times. Over half of the people who registered on Pandora in the past few months did so on a mobile phone, Pandora said. Three-quarters of these people are new to the service, rather than web subscribers simply adding mobile phone capability to their accounts. “I’m beginning to think that our future is going to be more mobile-centric than I had even thought, and sooner,” said Tim Westergren, the founder of the music streaming site. Pandora also said that its research shows that mobile phone listeners are more likely to click on advertisements—in fact, twice as likely—than web listeners. 

New NAB President Will Push New Tech

Gordon Smith, a former U.S. Senator from Oregon, and the new head of the National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) plans to lead the organization in the direction of new technologies, Radio World reported. Smith made the comments to the trade press after greeting attendees of the NAB Radio Show in Philadelphia. Smith pledged to reach out to the “Apples and Microsofts of the world to include FM radio in their products.” Smith received a standing ovation in Philadelphia, as many attendees seemed happy that the NAB is charting a new course with Smith, who was active in high-tech issues in his two terms in the Senate. 

The winter / spring 2009 and 2010 report schedule is moving ahead

DIS is moving ahead on its plans to publish its normal range of late fall, winter and early spring report publications as follows:

Video Displays World tm [October]
Test & Measurement World tm [January]

Broadcast Automation World tm [January]

Video Switchers World tm [January]

Radio Equipment World tm [February]

Encoding Systems World tm [February]

Sports Video World tm [February]

Professional Camcorders World tm [February]

News Workflow World tm [March]

Broadcast Servers World tm [March]
Media Storage World tm [March]

Studio Cameras World tm [March]

Video Editing World tm [May]

Video Graphics World tm [June]

Contact us for details, a prospectus or to order.

AES Convention Hits New York

The Audio Engineering Society will host its 127th annual convention, in New York City’s Jacob K. Javits Convention Center. The event will be comprised of workshops and lectures, as well as an award presentation to those who have contributed to the audio industry as well as AES initiatives. Radio personality and Peabody Award winner, William “Bill” McGlaughlin has been announced as the keynote speaker of the convention; Phil Ramone, a Grammy award-winning producer, is another anticipated speaker. There will also be a number of exhibitors, displaying an array of sound equipment at the event; including Sony Electronics, Yamaha Audio Systems, and Mercury Recording Equipment, to name a few. The convention will be held from October 9 - 12.

NAB Conference Delivers Again

This year’s NAB Radio Show, held in Philadelphia, PA was as successful as projected. Because of the wavering economy NAB executives anticipated a low registration, yet the number attendees came very close to that of last year’s show. A variety of new products were also released at the conference, including the AKG Condenser C 3000 Microphone, which features high SPL capability, and an internal shock mount that prevents noise from microphone stands and cords. Also released was WO Traffic 5.0 software, by Wideorbit; which includes improved inventory management, and support for Alternative Logs.

IBC Wrap-Up

“Judging the success of an event like IBC purely on numbers does not do justice to the whole experience,” says chief operating officer of IBC, Michael Crimp. But the numbers were pretty impressive for such a financially strained year. The final attendance of the 2009 conference totaled at 45,547, down just 7% from 2008. Visitor reaction also measured the shows success, as Ma Ju, president of the ABS SARFT in China remarked, “IBC is a barometer for international broadcasting development.” IBC has established its intention on being run by the industry, for the industry; a large reason why every year it is such a win.

Intel Displays New Technology

Though not due to release until 2010, Intel CEO Paul Otellini recently demonstrated a new desktop chip, which will run Microsoft Windows 7. Also at the Intel Developer Forum, Otellini expressed that with 2.9 billion transistors, the chip contains the smallest SRAM cell ever invented. Though Intel’s usual and most profitable market includes consumer electronics and handheld devices, the company is looking to expand beyond this. However, within those markets, new technology such as (codenamed)Moorsetown, a  platform that integrates Atom processors, graphics and memory controllers, is scheduled to release next year. Otellini also announced that the Atom processor is expected to run an electronic system in a new line of Mercedes-Benz vehicles by 2012.  

Facebook Goes Worldwide 

The fast growing, and dominating social network, Facebook releases a faster loading, basic version of the website called, “Facebook Lite”. The new website is geared towards boosting adoption by other countries. In order for the website to grow around the world, it must consider slower connections, and user unfamiliarity. After testing “Facebook Lite”, the company has released an English-speaking, US version, and in addition, has made it available in over 70 languages; including, French and Spanish. Lite is also offers Pirate-speak and Upside-Down English. If successful the Facebook website may incorporate some of Lites different features.  

